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FOREWORD




THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF HEALTH
MALAYSTA

In the last few decades the country
has witnessed rapid socioeconomic
development and this has led to changes
in the healthcare needs and expectations
of the population. The Ministry of Health,

as the principal agency tasked with the

development and monitoring of

healthcare services, takes cognisance of
these changes and continues to be responsive to the needs of the
population. We have dealt successfully with major public health
concerns and indicators such as the maternal mortality rate, infant
mortality rate and life expectancy at birth are testimony to the
progress we have made in these areas. We now have to face the
challenges of new public health problems - chronic diseases like
diabetes mellitus, hypertension, kidney diseases, cardiovascular
diseases and cancers. While the emphasis is still on health
promotion and primary prevention, we cannot but acknowledge
that more resources are now needed to meet the sequelae of these

diseases including organ failure states.
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The management of these organ failure states requires costly
technology-dependant interventions such as organ transplantation.
In many situations such as end stage liver failure and end-stage
heart failure, transplantation is the only treatment for long term
survival of the affected patients. In end-stage renal failure there is
the alternative of dialysis. The Ministry supports these programmes
although they consume a disproportionate share of the healthcare
budget. It is important that those involved in these programmes
realise the importance of ensuring the cost effectiveness of the

therapeutic interventions they perform.

A National Organ, Tissue and Cell Transplantation Policy
document such as this will guide all those involved in working
towards attaining the highest professional and ethical standards in
the field of transplantation. In addition it addresses the needs for
adequate resources, properly trained and credentialed personnel
and the organisational structure needed to run a national

programme effectively and efficiently.
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I believe that with the adoption of this policy, organ and
tissue transplantation will develop further and those in need of
such treatment will benefit from a comprehensive and efficient
service that is comparable to that found in the best centres in the

world.

L—

—

Tan Sri Datuk Dr Hj Mohd Ismail Merican
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