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Malaysia tak import
produk LNS Lactalis

Putrajaya: Malaysia tidak
mengimport susu bayi ke-
luaran syarikat LNS Lac-
talis Group dari Perancis,
yang sebelum ini diarah
ditarik balik daripada pa-
saran antarabangsa kera-
na disyaki terbabit pen-
cemaran bakteria Salmo-
nella. :
Pengarah Kanan Kesela-
- matan dan Kualiti Maka-
nan Kementerian Kesiha-
tan, Noraini Mohd Othman,
berkata kementerian sudah
mendapat pengesahan me-
ngenai perkara itu daripada
International Food Safety
Authorities Network (INFO-
SAN) di bawah Pertubuhan
Kesihatan Sedunia (WHO)
dan kedutaan Perancis di
Malaysia. a
“Berdasarkan maklumat
Sistem Maklumat Kesela-
matan Makanan Malaysia
(FoSIM) di bawah kemen-
terian ini, tiada pengimpor-
tan bagi produk itu ke Ma-

tidak perlu khuatir.
“Bagaimanapun, sebagai
langkah berjagajaga, ber-
kuat kuasa 11 Disember la-
lu, kementerian sudah me-
ngenakan larangan import
terhadap produk terbabit.

 laysia, bermakna pengguna

“Kementerian Kesihatan
sentiasa peka terhadap per-
kara yang boleh mengan-
cam kesihatan pengguna,”
katanya dalam kenyataan,
semalam.

Sebelum ini, media anta-
rabangsa melaporkan LNS
Lactalis Group dan pihak
berkuasa kesihatan Peran-
cis mengarahkan produk
susu bayi keluaran syarikat
itu ditarik balik daripada
pasaran antarabangsa ke-

rana disyaki terbabit pen-

cemaran Salmonella, ber-
ikutan kes 26 kanakkanak
sakit di Perancis.

Mengulas lanjut, Noraini
berkata, Salmonella adalah
sejenis mikroorganisma pa-

wga“"é‘f

togenik yang boleh menye-
babkan cirit birit, demam
dan kesakitan abdomen.
“Dalam kes tertentu, ia
boleh menyebabkan kema-
tian khususnya kepada go-
longan berisiko seperti ba-
yi, orang tua atau seseorang
mempunyai sistem imuniti
yang rendah,” katanya.
Behaumenasnhaﬂanpeng
guna yang musykil berhu-

(eratan akhbar BH
25 Disember lalu.
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Putrajaya

Susu bayi
Lactalis tak
masuk Malaysia

Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM)
mengesahkan produk susu
bayi keluaran syarikat LNS
Lactalis Group yang disyaki
terbabit dengan
pencemaran Salmonella
baru-baru ini tidak
dieksport ke Malaysia.
Pengarah Kanan
Keselamatan dan Kualiti
Makanan KKM, Noraini
Datuk Mohd Othman
berkata, pengguna
di negara ini tidak perlu
khuatir kerana pihaknya
sudah mendapatkan

di Malaysia mengenai isu
berkenaan.
“Malah, berdasarkan

~ maklumat daripada Sistem
Maklumat Keselamatan
Makanan Malaysia (FoSIM)
di bawah KKM, tiada
sebarang pengimportan
bagi produk berkenaan
ke negara ini,” katanya.
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'LACTALIS MILK NOT SOLD HERE’

WHO, French embassy confirm French firm'’s infant formula not exported to Malaysia, séys ministry

FAIRUZ MOHD SHAMAR
PUTRAJAYA

mwg@nst.cam.m!

HE Health Ministry has
given the assurance
that French company

Lactalis” infant formula
milk, which is suspected to have
been contaminated with
salmonella bacteria, is not sold in
Malaysia.

The ministry’s food safety and
quality senior director, Noraini
Mohd Othman, said the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO) In-
ternational Food Safety Author-
ities Network (Infosan) and the
French embassy had confirmed

that the product was not export-
ed to Malaysia.

“The ministry is aware of the
news report titled ‘France’s Lac-
talis orders baby milk recall over
salmonella fears’, which was pub-
lished by international media,
France 24, on Dec 10.

“The report stated that LNS
Lactalis Group and health au-
thorities have ordered an inter-
national product recall because
of fears of salmonella contami-
nation.

“Consumers (in Malaysia)
should not be worried as the min-
istry has received confirmation
from Infosan and the French em-
bassy that the product is not ex-

ported to the coun-
try,” she said yester-
da

y.

She said salmonella
was a pathogenic mi-
croorganism that
could cause a person
to experience diar-
rhoea, fever and ab-

derly and those with a
weak immune system.

She said according to the min-
istry’s Food Safety Information
System of Malaysia, the product

was not imported to
the country.

“As a precautionary
measure, the ministry
has banned the im-
port of such products
to Malaysia effective
Decll.

“The ministry is
alert and concerned
about matters that af-
fect the health of con-
sumers.”

For details, contact
the nearest district
health office or state
Health Department, or visit
http://moh.spab.gov.my and
its Facebook page, “Bahagian

Keselamatan dan Kualiti
Makanan”.

It was reported that Lactalis
and health authorities had or-
dered the recall of millions of ba-
by milk products around the
world due to fears of salmonella
bacteria contamination.

This followed 26 cases of chil-
dren falling sick in France since
Decl.

Company spokesman Michel
Nalet told AFP that nearly 7,000
tonnes of the product could have
been contaminated, but the com--
pany was unable to state how
much of the product still re-
mained in the market, had been
consumed or was in stock.
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VALKING pneumonia is an informal term

or a mild of pneumonia.

It is most common in school children
nd young adults, although people of all ages
fe at risk.

“Walking pneumonia is caused by a type of
«acteria we classify as an atypical type of bac-
aria,” said Dr Nipunie Rajapakse, a Mayo
linic paediatric infectious diseases ]

“Most commonly, that bacteria is called
dycoplasma previnoniae.”

“Symptoms of walking pneumonia are sim-
ar to symptoms of pneumonia, but generally
re on the milder side,” she said.

“A child or a person with this infection can

ience a cough, fever, runny nose, some
ifficulty with breathing, occasionally chest

A milder form of pneumonia

pain or some shormess of breath as well.”

Sometirnes, can pro-
gress to a more severe pneumnonia that may
require hospitalisation.

Dr Rajapakse said: “When we talk about
pneumonia, we're referring to an infection in
the Pneumonia can be caused by both
bacteria and viruses and, in rare cases, fungi
as well.

“But when we talk about pneumonia, we're
really referring o an infection of the lung tis-

sue.
“If you think you might have walking

pneumonia, or any type of prewmonia, it’s a
good idea o see your physician or your pri-
care provider. )

will really be the best ones todo a
physical examination and potendally order a
chest X-ray — if they think that one is warrant-
ed - to determine whether you might have
pheumonia or not.”

Even though walking pnewumonia is caused
by bacteria, most people will completely
recover without antbiotics.

1f the symptors are severe or you have
other medical conditions such as asthma or a

weakened immune m, your healthcare
provider may an antibiotic to help
clear the infection.

The US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) offers these tips to prevent
the spread of infection:

® Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue
when you cough or sneeze.

@ Put your used tissue in the wastebasket.

® If you don’t have a tissue, cough or
sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow - not
your hands. .

® Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds.

® If soap and water are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand rub. - Mayo Clinic
News Network/Tribune News Service
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How dangerous is pneumonia?

Iy LOH FOON FONG
tarhealth@thestar.com.my

'ETALING JAYA: When people
hink of pneumonia, they tend to
quate it with the elderly and those
vith weaker immune systems.

But can pneumonia equally
ffect the young and relatively
Lealthy?

Sungai Buloh Hospital Infectious
tisease head Datuk Dr Christopher
\ee said that the organisms that
ause pneumonia can be transmit-
2d from person {0 person.

“The bugs that cause infection
an spread. They are, in general,
ontagious, but some types are
aore contagious than others,” he

d.

Dr Lee added that viral pneumo-
ia, such as influenza, respiratory
yncytial virus (RSV), severe acute
espiratory syndrome (SARS) and

Middle East respiratory syndrome
(MERS-CoV), tends to be more
infectious.

RSV causes the same symptoms
as a cold. It is cormon, contagicus
and most children would have had
it by age two.

Although RSV infection is usually
not a matter for serious concern, it
can lead to pneumonia.

Meanwhile, SARS is a serious
form of pneumonia.

Identified in 2003, the epidemic
was believed to have started when
the virus spread from small mam-
mals to humans in China,

SARS is caused by a member of
the coronavirus farnily of viruses -
the same family that causes the
cormnmon cold.

Tt can spread through coughs,
sneezes and infected surfaces.

The infection causes severe
breathing difficulty, and some-

times, death.

Symptoms are influenza-like and
include fever, malaise, muscle pain
(myalgia), headache, diarrhoea and
shivering (rigors). :

Severe cases often evolve rapid-
1y, progressing to respiratory
tress and requiring intensive care.

MERS, a viral respiratory illness,
was first reported in Saudi Arabia
in 2012 and has since spread to
several other countries.

Most people infected with MERS-
CoV develop severe acute respira-
toré' illness, including fever, cough
and shoriness of breath, and many
have died from the infection.

Dr Lee said that besides pneumo-
nia caused by viruses, bacterial
gr(\)enmmﬁa can alsc be transmitted

m one person to another,
although they are less contagious
than those caused by viruses.

He said that pneurmonia is the

most frequent infectdon requiring
hospitalisation in most developed
mgl_;l‘eveloggg couniries.

ere’s significant mortali-
ty and morbidity, as well as
increase in use of healthcare ser-
vices,” he said.

According to Dr Lee, the pres-
ence of other medical conditions,
such as HIV infection, diabetes,
the long-term use of steroids and
S i e S

C
disease and lung fibrosis, will also
determine how easily a person
can catch pneumonia, as well as
g:w severe the pneumonia will
Pneumenia is also more com-
mon among those above age 65,
especially if they already have sig-
nificant co-morbid conditions such
as heart disease, chronic Jung
illnesses, diabetes, renal failure or

HIV, he added.

That is why it is important for
those in the risk group, as well as
everyone else, to adopt preventive
measures against bacteria and
viruses, Dr Lee said.

These measures include getting
the appropriate vaccinations for
infections wusedgsymﬂum and

neumococcus, adopting good per-
goml and ising social

distancing from those with respira-
tory infections.

1f that is not possible, people
should use the appropriate person-
al protective equipment and prac-
tise good hand hygiene, he said.

On whether there is any particu-
lar type of pneumonia linked to
floods, Dr Lee said “not directly”.

“Flood-related infections tend to
be food and water-borne infec-
tions, as well as those linked to
rodents,” he said.
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An inflammation or infection Usually Can Affects all age
in the lungs. Happens when e groups. One of dwmm’e
ppe i of pneumnonia,
the alveoli are filied up with ) ‘""“’b"“’;’“" SERCCHE g complications
inflammatory cells, m i 2m e and
compromising gas exchange. % f parasites can substances. patients with o
cause it too. chronic disease T a
patient.
Symptoms ,
§§ =y canbe diagnosed
Cough with High grade Shortness | S | from history of
yellow or fever and of breath patient, physical
greenor chills. and chest findings, chest
'\ blood-stained g pain. radiograph and
s SPUImE
examination.
Treatment P
Alveolus Bacterial pneumonia Vaccines are available
Alveolus 1s treated with for pneumonococcal
pneumonia.
Classifications of pneumonia
parainfluenza virus and the HIN1 viruses, Itis due to a coronavirus SARS which was first
>mmmmwm Whmm :
| Mosphal -mmm«mma
o >;lwmmammgl j m
b, o o ko e =mmnmmm&mamnm
as Moxiella catarrhalis,
eumonia and Legionella penumophilia and “mm b ‘ Wﬂuﬂu mm
>mmm‘ Klebsiella, Pseudomonas, ] imolves between one alveolus
gl m“'m'ggsm Enterobacter, Serratia and Methicilin Resistant mnmd-wmmm ! )mum - -
mmo,m Mwm‘“‘“"" : Staphylococcus Aureus (MIRSA). patients receiving chemotherapy o St ">Mﬂu&dhymarmm
o s the most | > Tore serious compared to community acquired chronic renal failire patients and cancer patients. | Chemical pneumonitis
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Fuses ca Influenza virus, ¢ 2l 3 < :gﬂ i Severe respiratory syndrome (SARS)
respiratory syncial virus, adenovirus, ; m%mq e ; ETET OIS SRS W A et mwﬂ&m




